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Citizenship Adult
Education, from
learning to action. ..

Citizenship Education has become central to the
field of Adult Education, and its definition has been
reviewed and corrected many times over the past
decade. Initially relatively small (confined to civic
education at the end of the 18th century), it now
encompasses a significant number of themes that
correspond to the realities of adult learning and the
important initiatives they involve. Thus, at the heart
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
is the invitation to citizens to play an active role,
both locally and globally, to deal with the problems
facing the planet and solve them, to finally become
active contributors to a more just, peaceful, tolerant,
inclusive, safer and sustainable world.

However, while the field of formal education receives
significant attention regarding citizenship education,
the same is not true for non-formal education. The
international community also agrees that the focus
must be on adult citizenship education and has thus
made it the main theme of the Seventh International
Conference for Adult Education (CONFINTEA) to be
held in 2022 in Morocco.

Throughout its history, DVV International has focused
on working on systems that place importance on
citizenship, including, as suggested by the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), education for a
sustainable world and lifestyles, human rights, gender
equality, economic and social development, raising
awareness of public health issues, the promotion of a
culture of peace and non-violence, the transversality
of digitalization, the appreciation of cultural diversity, etc.
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DVV International’s work in North Africa is based on
the four pillars of citizenship education: learning to
know, learning to be, learning to live together, and
learning to do. We wanted to translate this work
through a photo feature recounting the journey of
champions of citizenship education in Tunisia: those
who have learned to know, to live together and to
be, and who contribute, at their level, to ... a better
community, a better society, and a better world.

We have therefore highlighted the journeys of
people from Tunisia, with the desire to show in
photos the bravery, sometimes even the stoicism
of these women and men, as learning takes on the
appearance of an obstacle course in some situations.
There is certainly still much to be done to allow such
pathways to multiply, and this reportage also aims
to advocate for adult citizenship education to be
given the place it deserves in national programmes.
And to which we contribute with great conviction,
confidence, and optimism.
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Introduction

These are the stories of Meriem, Aroussia,
Fatma, Nabila, Verdine, Zina, Ali, and Francis.
They all share one thing: they were transformed
after adult education courses, in literacy
centers, Arabic language teaching or vocational
training centers managed by civil society
organizations (CSOs), municipal centers, or
centers managed by ministries, in urban, peri-
urban, or rural areas.

Access to education gave them access to a
whole new world. It allowed them to better
understand the family, community, societal
and global issues facing everyone. They have
studied, understood, and used their citizenship
for their interest but also for that of the
community. Their awareness was raised on
issues of civics, democracy, environment, and
health, they have learned to use technology to
participate in the world around them, they have
integrated into the economic circuits through
vocational training or the jobs they landed.

Education brought them out of the shadows,
as stated by the people photographed who
were the furthest from education. For others,
it has allowed them to take an additional step,
by fulfilling themselves on a personal level and
sharing their achievements with others through
collective actions... In one word, education
has pushed them into territories previously
inaccessible: they are no longer spectators but
have become acting citizens, they are no longer
on the margins of the public space, they have
captured it.

This photo feature wants to pay tribute to
these women and men through their stories
by putting into perspective their paths. It also
aims to witness these changes, which are often
imperceptible from the outside, but which are
part of the foundations of active citizenship.
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Learning to know

and to be

Citizenship  education is about

acquiring  knowledge,

understanding, and critical thinking on local, national, rO | | (; |
regional, and global issues, and the interconnectivity and °*

interdependence between different communities, societies, B
countries, regions of the world... Itis learning and understanding J | ‘] |

the power dynamics that exist in
systems, public and private, at all levels
of society, but also at the level of the
family, community, etc.

Zina learned to know and defend her
rights with the administration, through
the adult learning courses of Takrouna,
to help with operating her business
in the aromatic and medicinal plants
sector.

It is with learning to become a better
citizen, by understanding the notions
of human rights, gender equality,
civics, etc. that people such as Nabila
for example, who freed herself from
the authoritarianism of her husband
by asserting her rights and continuing
to campaign so that it may never
happen again, to her or to those in her
community who suffer the same fate.
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Fatma lives on a farm located in the
small village of Bayoub, 4 kilometers
away from the adult education center
of Frinine, which she commutes to
every day on foot. For two vyears,
Fatma  participated in literacy
classes to learn the basics of writing
and reading. She then launched
a beekeeping project to develop
organic honey of certified quality.
Governorate of Nabeul.
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Hannen Safi, an educator, is teaching a course
on citizenship at the Agricultural Center of
Chbedda, to Nabila’s group. Each year, around
a hundred women benefit from her training.
The center is managed by the National
Union of Tunisian Women (UNFT) and offers
training in the agricultural sector for women
in the region (local agriculture, local products,
medicinal plants...) while providing adult
education courses focusing particularly on
citizenship and women’s rights. Governorate
of Ben Arous.
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Zina in her home in Takrouna in northwestern
Tunisia. Located a few kilometers away from
the Algerian border and Sakiet Sidi Youssef,
Takrouna is a village nestled in the heart of a
mountainous area known for its Aleppo pines
and its biodiversity. Around 600 families live
there permanently, facing isolation and poor
accessibility. At 55, Zina has overcome many
difficulties. “All you see in here, | made it
happen, with my own hands. | cultivated the
land and worked hard to raise my children and
hfelp tfhem finish their education”. Governorate
of Kef.
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Ali is from Korba in the region of
Nabeul. In 2004, as a municipal
employee in the city, he joined
the literacy association program.
Now retired, Ali volunteers in a
travel agency. He accompanies
groups in different countries
such as Saudi Arabia, Morocco
and Algeria. “On a human level,
| feel that | fit in better, and that

people appreciate me more”. Ali
especially developed his capaci-
ties in social skills and openness
to others. He also gradually
acquired self-confidence, thus
asserting himself within groups,
both professionally and within his
own community. Korba, governo-
rate of Nabeul.
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Picture 1:

Francis Francis at home in Nour
Jaafer. Francis left Ivory Coast in
2018 for Tunisia. He worked in
several jobs (restaurants, construc-
tion...) before having an accident
on a construction site. Today, he
has decided to permanently settle
in Tunisia. To integrate more easily
into Tunisian society, he partici-

pated in Tunisian dialect courses
organized by the Association for
Leadership and Development in
Africa (ALDA). For him, stabili-
zing his situation requires, first
of all, the regularization of his
administrative situation in Tunisia
as well as participation in local
life and dialogue with Tunisians.
Raoued, governorate of Ariana.
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Picture 2:

Cours de dialecte tunisien au siége
de Tunisian dialect course at the
headquarters of the Association
for Leadership and Development in
Africa in Tunis. On the paper is written
“Introduce yourself” in dialect.
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Aroussia lives in the popular district
of Hay Jedid in the center of Mejel Bel
Abbes. After completing two vyears
of literacy training at the city’s adult
education center, she now trains the
beneficiaries in the craft techniques of
margoum, the region’s traditional carpet.
At the same time, she has attended
numerous awareness workshops and
courses on civic education, women'’s
rights, communication techniques for
public speaking and, more recently,
awareness workshops on hygiene during
the coronavirus crisis. Mejel Bel Abbeés,
governorate of Kasserine.
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A general practitioner from Mejel Bel
Abbes providing awareness training
for learners and trainers from centers
in the region on measures and
preventative procedures against the
Covid-19 pandemic. Center of Mejel
Bel Abbes.
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Zina, in her house in Takrouna,
writing in her school notebook.
Zina received literacy training
from the Association for Trai-
ning / Employment of Women
and Girls in Rural Areas of
Kef for 3 years to strengthen
her learning capacities and
become more autonomous.

“Learning to read and write
with the women’s group
was an incredible expe-
rience. We hence have the
ability to understand and
cope with our interests.
We don't want to miss
anything, on the contrary,
we are always learning”.
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Z1maMaazia

Zina Maazia lives in Takrouna, a small village
northwest of Le Kef, adjacent to the Algerian
border. This region, marked by isolation and lack
of infrastructure, has a hundred families who
populate a territory with strong inequalities:
scattered housing, very high illiteracy rate, early
school dropout, environmental problems such as
more and more frequent water shortages,... Yet
the region is full of resources with a very diverse
ecosystem: Aleppo pine forest, fruit trees,
natural springs... For the past twenty years, the
Association de Formation/Emploi des Femmes
et Jeunes Filles en Milieu Rural du Kef (AFEFJRK)
has been participating in the development of
the region through sustainable development
activities. Objective: to find a balance between
the environment, women’s education, and
inclusive economic activities.

It is in this context that Zina participated in
the adult education program to learn to read
and write while training in distillation. For her,
learning to read and write allowed her to gain
self-confidence.

“Sometimes, when I'm
afraid of forgetting what

| have learned, | rush to
pick up the pen and write,
| don’t want to lose my
skill.”

Learning the basics of written communication
through a paying activity invites you to project
yourself concretely while developing a new
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profession. “This learning has been of great help to
us because we have many medicinal plants in the
mountain that we did not even know existed,” says
Zina while preparing traditional Mlaouis (traditional
flatbreads) for her daughters in her small kitchen.

Along with the literacy classes, Zina and the forty
women of Takrouna benefited from awareness
activities on women'’s rights, human rights, and
citizenship. “Before, we used to be completely ignorant
and now we know a lot of things. Having taken classes
has given us the ability to express ourselves, to talk
about ourselves, without embarrassment or fear.
Today it is easier to ask for our rights.”

For the AFEFJRK association leading the project,
the important thing is to find ways to push the
population to be active and to encourage women
in the region to engage as active citizens. This
includes respect for the environment to enjoy its
benefits while respecting its rhythm. The forest
and the mountains are at the heart of lifestyles.

For Hafidha, the Executive Director of AFEFJRK and
coordinator of the project with DVV International,
“citizenship is first and foremost for us, the love
of the flag. It also means preserving our resources
and our natural environment. To be a citizen is to
learn how to protect the forest and not to waste
water”

Reconciling the preservation of the forest and the
needs of the population is a central issue for this
area. The association encourages residents to get
organized, encourages initiatives, especially for the
management of natural resources such as water
for crops or personal consumption. Tensions exist
but they can be avoided by letting women organize
themselves to manage their activities. Exercising
citizenship means first and foremost learning to
live together.
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“When | was a kid, | loved
school. | could have kept
studying and had a better
future. | wanted to be an
active citizen and be useful
to society”. Imen (the first
name was modified) fled her
marital home and found re-
fuge in the 13 Aolt center
managed by the National
Union of Tunisian Women
in Tunis in May 2021. She
is trying to rebuild herself
after becoming a victim of
sexual violence perpetrated
by her partner. Imen tries to
survive this trauma by wri-
ting down her thoughts and
his story in his «draft-note-
book». The Centre 13 Aot
is a reception, listening and
guidance center for women
in vulnerable situations
who have suffered domestic
or conjugal violence. It offers
a social, legal and psycholo-
gical unit in order to sup-
port women going through
these hardships and make
them aware of their rights
as citizens, in particular of
Law 58, which aims to put
in place measures to combat
violence and discriminatory
practices against women.
Governorate of Tunis.
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Arbia Lahmar, social worker at the
Centre 13 Ao(t, counselling a woman
who came to ask for help and support in
a difficult period.

Inaugurated in 2003, the Centre 13
Aolt in Tunis is a reception, listening
and guidance center for women in a
vulnerable situation who have suffered
from domestic (19%) or conjugal violence
(71 %). During the first quarter of 2021,
the center received 58 women who were
victims of violence. On average, the
center accommodates around twenty
women, alone or with their families.
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Nadia Sassi, a trainer at the Frinine center,
giving a beekeeping course to learners
including Fatma and a dozen women
from the region. Often, the content of the
courses is oriented towards an income-
generating activity to facilitate the economic
development of the beneficiaries and their
autonomy. In the agricultural region of
Frinine, women are trained in beekeeping
with the aim of producing their own
honey. They have formed an Agricultural
Development Group to organize their
activity collectively. Adult education center
of Frinine, governorate of Nabeul.

¢ T

Parallel to her farming activities, Fatma,
along with a dozen other women from her
region, takes literacy courses focused on
beekeeping at the adult education center
in Frinine. Thanks to these classes at the
center, she also has learned to reduce her
losses of chicks, and ensure that chicken
sales become a profitable business.
Babyoub, governorate of Nabeul.
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The world s not.

The worldis being,

1s in permanent becoming.
I am notjustan object of
history, I am its subject

Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of autonomy, edition Erés, 2013.
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Zina prepares traditional Mlaoui for
her family with the help of her two
daughters, who help with the daily
house chores. Takrouna, governorate
of Kef.
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Verdine studying her Tunisian dialect
lessons at home in Nour Jaafer.
Verdine began learning the Tunisian
dialect with Francis upon arriving in
Tunis, after spending several months in
Sfax. Many of her friends are asking her
today to facilitate communication with
Tunisians. She became the president
of the women’s collective in her
neighborhood.
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Two learners arrive at the
Women's House managed by
the National Union of Tuni-
sian Women in Kairouan for
a literacy course. The UNFT
Kairouan learning center col-
laborates with the Ministry
of Social Affairs, more specifi-
cally, the National Center for

Adult Education for training
and learning with women from
urban and rural areas: litera-
¢y, participation in civic life,
health and hygiene, combating
violence, and socio-economic
integration through income -
generating activities such as
crafts.
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Ali learning IT and word pro-
cessing in the Dar Chebab
Cultural Center in Korba.

Ali joined the Korba Adult
Education  Association
in 2004 to take literacy
courses, allowing him to
progress in his professional
life, moving up from being
a laborer to being a work
supervisor at the municipa-
lity of Korba. His goal was

to improve his daily life and
learn to communicate better
with those around him and
his children who immigrated
to Europe to study. “I can
read documents in Arabic;
| can pay my electricity bills
for example. Thanks to the
program, | learned to com-
municate better with others
and to make connections
with various people”.
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Ali is from Korba south of the Cap Bon, about
twenty kilometers from Nabeul. While a municipal
employee of the city, Ali decided to join the
program of the Korba Literacy Association in 2004.
His goal was to improve his daily life and learn to
better communicate with those around him and his
children who emigrated to Europe for their studies.
‘I can read documents in Arabic; | can pay my electricity
bills for example. Through the program, | learned to
communicate better with others and connect with
diverse people.”

The program also allowed him to progress
professionally by moving from laborer to works
supervisor. Now retired, Ali volunteers at a travel
agency. He accompanies groups to different
destinations such as Mecca, Turkey, Morocco, or
Algeria.

“On a human level, I feel that
Ifitin better and that people
appreciate me more.”

After 4 vyears of learning, Ali became an active
member of the Adult Education Association. He
became treasurer in 2008 and was involved in many
activities: excursions, outings, meetings, etc. For
him, it is a way to transmit what he has learned as a
beneficiary but also to participate in the development
of the association to reach new people. “It was this
experience that led to my involvement. It is a kind of
gratitude to the association that gave me everything.”
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For Hanéne Hsouna, Chairwoman of the association,
‘Ali has specially developed his capacity for sociability
and openness to others. He also gradually acquired
self-confidence allowing him to assert himself as a
community actor both in the professional context of
the municipality where he was one of the educated
workers and in the more general framework of the
local community. Above all, | noticed a change in the
way he intervened and spoke. He imposed himself
more and more in his environment. In terms of financial
management, Ali has acquired a know-how that allows
him to make quite complex calculations. It is now up to
him to give us courses to pass on his management skills!”

Ali's experience illustrates the positive results of
Adult Education in the daily lives of learners.

Sharing his experience by engaging in civic life is his
way of contributing to sharing the values of adult
education but also of inviting people to participate in
programs or join the association.

Alihasjoined manyassociations, including the “Friends
of the Youth Club” in Korba which encourages young
people to take part in various cultural activities. Even
if he regrets the disuse of these places, Ali thinks it
is important to raise awareness about the existence
of this type of structure that allows them to take
extra-curricular activities and meet new people. Ali is
also very active as an animator at the Red Crescent
where he mainly organizes circumcision ceremonies
for boys from disadvantaged families as well as food
banks: “I travel by motorcycle or car to distribute boxes
containing food to people in need. | like to move and
travel to help others.”

With the Coronavirus crisis, Ali participated in many
awareness activities on health prevention and the
distribution of masks.
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Learning to do

Citizenship education means acting effectively and responsibly (O | |§ 7 |

at the local, national, and global levels for a more peaceful,

more sustainable world. It is acting individually or collectively,
it is adopting ethically responsible behavior, getting involved, J | | % |- |

and acting.

When we learn to know and to be,
we, therefore, learn to go from being a
passive member of a community, with
no participation in our surroundings,
to being an active member, acting for
the general good.

For example, it was Ali who not
only learned and received learning
but transformed learning into civic
actions within his community. This
transfer of knowledge and know-how
is an essential element of citizenship
education.

It is also Nabila, who put her
commitment at the learning center
in her locality, at the service of many
women suffering the same fate, so
they may learn and understand how
to act so that “it never happens again”.
It is also she who, after embarking on
income-generating activities to gain
her financial independence, raised
awareness for these women to follow
a similar path.
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Sewing workshop, UNFT
Training Center in Kairouan.

AT gaghill fajar dbuAll daig
Ulgitdll dyigifl dljoll

In the sewing workshop of the adult training
and education center of the National Union
of Tunisian Women in Kairouan, Meriem is
being assisted by her trainer in preparing
the cut of a case that she is going to craft.
Meriem trained for a year in the sewing
workshops in the center of Kairouan to
learn how to sew any clothing type. At the
same time, she took courses on personal
development and business creation.
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Nabila drying the grains of couscous on the
roof of her house in Naassen.

Nabila has never been to school. She learned
to read and write at the agricultural center
of Chbedda, then decided to embark on the
business of handicrafts that she sells in the
markets or to the local traders. This profitable
activity allows her to become financially inde-
pendent, and to provide for her family’s needs.
Naassen, governorate of Ben Arous.
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As of September of 2020, Meriem has opened
her own sewing workshop in her neighborhood
in Kairouan, to be able to design her first crea-
tions and to kick-off her business. She decided
to settle near her children’s school to make
everyday life easier. Thanks to her project, she
was able to create her own business and today,
she is able to provide additional income to help
her family.
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With a dozen other Ivorians, Francis is taking
part in his first day of training in industrial
welding, financed by the ALDA association.
Training center for industrial trades, Montplaisir,
governorate of Tunis.

For Francis, learning new professional activities
will allow him to develop his skills in jobs
that are on high demand. Working is also an
important factor in integrating in Tunisia
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Francis Gogoua

Often considered as a step to reach Europe,
Tunisia has seen, over the past ten years, an
increase in the number of foreign nationals
wishing to settle there. But the latter often face
obstacles hindering their integration into Tunisian
society, particularly regarding their working
conditions.

Francis and his friend Verdine are not the kind
that gets discouraged in the face of difficulties.
They were able to seize opportunities that
allowed them to progress even if their situation
in Tunisia remains unstable.

Francis is learning Tunisian:

“I'had to leave school in Ivory
Coastbecause I did not have
the resources to continue my
studies. I was so happy to pick
up the pen again™.

In 2017, Francis left Ivory Coast to flee the
crackdown on student activists engaged in the
opposition. His dream: to reach Europe and enjoy
a better life. He transited through Tunisia and
ended up in Sfax, helped by a well-established
Ivorian network there.

Eventually, he obtained his political refugee card
and settled in Tunis. He quickly began working on
construction sites where the demand for labor
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was high. He then became aware of the gap
that existed in mentalities and decided to learn
Tunisian. His goal: to understand and know the
basics of the language of the country in which he
wishes to settle permanently. Given that for him,
integration requires learning the language and a
profession, he participated in the training offered
by the African Leadership and Development
Association (ALDA) which offers Tunisian lessons
and professional training focused on high-
demand jobs.

His desire for integration goes further. Going
through his involvement in volunteering and
his commitment between his community and
Tunisians. He is involved in an Ivorian association
that promotes mutual aid and solidarity between
members and seeks to resolve conflicts with
Tunisians, in everyday life, at work, and also
with the authorities. For Francis, maintaining
a dialogue to reduce conflicts is the key to
promoting the integration of the community. He
participates in many awareness-raising actions in
his neighborhood of Nour Jaafer (Raoued) with
his community and also in his neighborhood. “To
have a civic behavior is to know and respect the laws
and customs of the country in which one lives’.

Francis learned from life that the difficulties
of everyday life, precariousness, permanent
instability, lack of security, or lack of legal status,
push many people to attempt the illegal crossing
of the Mediterranean to Europe. Traumatized by
one of these experiences, Verdine, a close friend
of him, decided to stay in Tunisia. She’s taking
along with Francis the lessons of Tunisian dialect.
‘I had learned a few words when | was working
for a Sfaxian family. But when | arrived in Tunis, |
lost the practice”. By speaking Tunisian, Verdine
became famous in her neighborhood. She can
now translate for her friends when they want to
talk to Tunisians.

“When | pass through the neighborhood, heads
come out to greet me, | love it’.

Francis and Verdine now know that Tunisia is
a land of opportunities where they can now
consider living more serenely.
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Verdine does her shopping for the day at
the Raoued market. Learning the Tunisian
dialect comforted her in speaking on a daily
basis and thus facilitated contact with Tu-
nisians. Verdine has become famous in her
neighborhood. She can now translate the
language to her friends when the need
arises. “When | walk in the neighborhood,
heads pop-up to greet me, | love that”.
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Zina checking the irrigation system she has
set up to bring water from the source to
her home.

The region of Takrouna is known for its
rich biodiversity, but it has suffered the
consequences of global warming for
several years (more fires, drying up of water
sources, etc.).

Zina has been able to adapt to these
constraints and to the limited means of
development. The spring water allows her
to irrigate her plot, where she can harvest
fruits and vegetables for her personal
consumption or to sell them in the markets
of the region.
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Education is essential to forge
global citizenship and build

peaceful societies.

From UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon»s speech for the
International Day of Peace, Sept. sept. 2019.
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In the adult education center of Mejel Bel
Abbes, the learners put into practice the
techniques of artisanal masks which will
then be distributed in the districts of the
city and in medical establishments.
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Zina collects lavender from the region, it
will be used for the distillation of essential
oil essences. Zina is part of a 40-woman
group who received training in this field,
and she joined the agricultural development
group to collectively organize their activity.
Takrouna.
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Aroussia manufacturing the masks in the
center. The majority of them are intended
for distribution in city hospitals and va-
rious learning centers, but also in the
neighboring area. Mejel Bel Abbés Adult
Education Center.
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Aroussia Ajlani | :nillaellduugye

Aroussia lives in the Hay Jedid neighborhood in
the center of Mejel Bel Abbés. She also works
there. She trains members at the Adult Education
Center in the making of Margoum, a traditional
Tunisian carpet style, this art was taught to her
orally by her family, and which she is now passing
on all the secrets.

Aroussia has been attending the center for 10
years and she has been transformed by it. Taking
advantage of access to the main activities, she
began by taking literacy classes for two vyears
to improve the basic notions of which she had
little command such as reading, measuring, and
calculating. At the same time, she attended
numerous awareness workshops and courses on
civic education, women’s rights, communication
techniques for public speaking...

Over the years, Aroussia has
gained confidence to the
pointof becoming a true
ambassador for the center,
encouraging people from
her neighborhood to come to
participate in activities and
take literacy classes.

Aroussia is pragmatic and the Covid crisis did
not shake her energy, on the contrary. With her
friend Oumezzine and a group of women from the
center, Aroussia started making cloth masks for
schools, hospitals, and other centers but also their
entourage, their family, and their neighborhood.
The group manufactures about 150 masks a day
in a well-established organization. Oumezzine
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sews the masks by machine, while Aroussia
takes care of the finishing and ironing. But these
dynamic women do not just hand out masks.

With other learners, Aroussia attended several
awareness courses presented by a doctor on
the Coronavirus crisis and social distancing
measures to be applied. She was, in turn, able
to explain to the neighborhood the procedures
and precautions to prevent catching the virus.
What matters for her is participating in a national
cause, helping the country face the crisis, and
supporting her community.

In her area, her neighbors come looking for her
when she begins handing out masks down her
street. Aroussia always takes this opportunity
to put in a word to encourage women to go
to the center. She knows, having experienced
it herself, that it is always the first step that is
the hardest. But communication does succeed,
Aroussia is living proof of this. The women of
the neighborhood have seen her change over 10
years. She has become much more autonomous
in her daily life, more self-confident, more useful
to others, a real model of transformation, a role
model to follow.
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Aicha is the oldest in the family. She
participated in the agricultural development
group (GDA) training with her neighbor
Zina. Aicha is preparing for the olive picking
season with her step-daughters, whom
she regularly motivates to attend adult
education classes at Takrouna's GDA.
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Fatma checking on the health of the bees
in her hives. Fatma knows that bees are
very important for biodiversity. Their
major role in the pollination of crops and
wild flowers makes them an essential
element for survival. Bayoub village.
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FatmaBen Ataya ' d1bhcd ohld

Fatma lives on a farm in the small village of
Bayoub 4 km from the center of Nabeul. Until
4 years ago, she was exclusively a homemaker,
looking after her children and her farm plots.
But Fatma had other ambitions, she wanted
to evolve, to receive training.

Every day for two years, Fatma walked to
the Adult Education Center of Frinine to
take literacy classes and learn the basics
of writing and reading. But the center also
offered beekeeping training, which is what
motivated her in the first place, and Fatma
did not hesitate. She joined the Groupement
de Développement Agricole (GDA) which
pools know-how, equipment and collectively
organizes the development of beekeeping
activity, and she followed the training very
strictly.

Today, Fatma owns g hives
thatshe has setup on her
farm plotin the middle of
orange trees and potato

fields.

A good season allows her to harvest 18 to 20
kg of honey. It is still a small quantity but she
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favors quality over quantity and proudly boasts an
organic honey that is nature-friendly.

Fatmaisaware of ecological requirements andis also
clear about the interest of united energies. Joining
the center and the forty or so women beekeepers
allowed her to get out of her geographical and
social isolation. With women farmers like her, she
exchanges ideas around beekeeping and within the
GDA to constantly improve production but also to
think collectively about improving sales. Thanks to
social media, they can communicate together and
benefit from many video tutorials shared by the
trainer. All these regular exchanges allow them to
motivate each other and maintain links to develop
their activities.
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Learning to live

together

Citizenship education also means learning a sense of belonging rO | |§ 7 |

to common humanity, sharing values and responsibilities,

feeling empathy, showing solidarity and respect for differences

and diversity.

It is learning the culture of peace and
non-violence, it is about acquiring
a sense of dialogue, negotiation,
consensus, and teamwork. It is learning
to respect the rules of living together,
whatever the context. It is about
learning a sense of responsibility, both
individual and collective. In short, it
is learning to respect others, to be
civic-minded, to fight stereotypes and
discrimination. As Francis, who was
guided by a culture of dialogue and
mutual respect and having learned the
language and Arabo-Tunisian culture,
was able to mobilize and bring other
sub-Saharan migrants to associations
that inform and raise awareness of
sub-Saharan migrants for social and
professional integration in Tunisia.
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Zeyneb, Nabila’s daughter, is now
studying at the university to become a
veterinarian. They are discussing her
recent lessons and teachings. Despite
the difficulties and isolation after her
divorce, Nabila and Zeyneb were able to
gain their independence. Naassen.
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A lot has changed within the family;
Meriem'’s husband, Khaled, admits that it
is not always easy.. But he willingly takes
part in the daily chores of the house.
Both have found a balance between
their activity, their married life and
family. Kairouan.
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Francis, in his house, with Verdine and
his friends preparing dinner.
Nour Jaafer, Raoued.
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After 4 vyears of apprenticeship, Ali
became an active member of the
Association for Adult Education in
Korba. He became treasurer in 2008
and was involved in numerous activities:
excursions, outings, meetings, etc. Today,
the association meets for the elections
of the new office of the association.
For Alli, it is a way of transmitting what
he himself learned as a beneficiary but
also of participating in the development
of the association to reach new people.
“It was this experience that gave birth
to the will to get involved. It is a kind
of recognition towards the association
which gave me everything”.
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Aroussia distributes masks made at
the Adult Education center in Mejel
Bel Abbes, to its neighbors. This is an
opportunity to educate them and invite
them to come to the center in order to
strengthen their learning capacity.
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Aroussia and Omezine in their neighbo-
rhood of Hay Jedid during the distribu-
tion of masks. Mejel Bel Abbeés.
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Francis is a volunteer in the Association
of Ivoirians in Tunisia. He discusses with
members of the Radés office about his
experience in his district of Nour Jaafer.
Many tensions or conflicts can arise
between the Ivorian community and
Tunisians. For Francis, it is important
to raise awareness among Ivoiriens to
promote dialogue during problems in the
neighborhoods where the community
lives.
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Assuming aresponsibility,
however small,

is a learning process that

is part of citizenship.

We are responsible for a task,
and we are responsible to others

Jean Le Gal, Freedom and authority, Freinet pedagogy and discipline.
Bulletin des amis de Freinet #78, January 2003
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Nadia, the trainer, shows the lear-
ners how to properly maintain the
hives and ensure the good health
of the bees.

The choice of a location and the
quality of the environment are es-
sential to have a quality beehive.
A colony of bees needs 3 essen-
tial things, and it needs them in
quantity: pollen, the only source of

protein to raise the brood, nectar,
the basic element for the manu-
facturing of honey and a water
supply. All this knowledge will be
used to set up their activity and
develop their economy thanks
to the collective project of the
agricultural development group.
Frinine.
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Nabila talking with Saliha in her ar-
tisanal distillation shop in Naassen.
Saliha also attended adult educa-
tion classes at the Chbedda agricul-
tural center.

Like Nabila, Saliha was able to mo-
tivate women in her neighborhood
to develop their capacity for au-
tonomy at the center of the UNFT,
despite being met with a lot of re-
luctance. For Saliha, learning is as
necessary as work. “My neighbors
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find it absurd that | travel so
many kilometers to go to the
center. For them, it is a waste
of time and energy. But for me,
learning to read and write is a
way that allows me to improve
and launch my project and not
the other way around. Even if |
have to walk 3 kilometers to get
there!”
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Apres avoir lancé son activité, Meriem
revient régulierement au centre pour se
perfectionner et pour aider les jeunes
femmes qui participent aux ateliers
de formation. La transmission de ses
connaissances est un moyen de se sentir
une citoyenne a part entiere dans sa ville.
Centre de formation de 'UNFT Kairouan.
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Ali's experience illustrates
the beneficial results of Adult
Education in the daily lives of
learners. Sharing his experience
by engaging in civic life is his way
of contributing to sharing the
values of adult education, but it
is also his way of inviting people
to participate in programs or join
the association to strengthen its
presence. Painting workshop at
the Dar Chabab center, Korba.
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Since she was a teenager, Meriem was always
passionate about dressmaking/sewing but
faced with the strong reluctance of her family,
she has never been able to fully invest in this
field. She dropped out of school the year of her
baccalaureate to get married and take care of
her home. But that passion never left her and
the day her third child was old enough to go to
school, Meriem had time to get started.

3 years ago, Meriem decided to take sewing
classes to develop her know-how, create her
business and thus bring additional revenue
to her low-income family. For a year, she was
trained in the sewing workshops of the UNFT
Kairouan center and learned to sew all types of
garments, to learn to use any type of sewing
technique. At the same time, she also took
personal development courses and business
creation courses.

Atthe end of this training,
Meriem found alocation in
her neighborhood near her
children’s school and has been
making her first designs for a
year.

Today, Meriem fully participates in the social and
economic life of her family. The cost of living is
increasing, and a single salary is not enough to
cover all the expenses of everyday life and those

of her three children. Her husband, Khaled, says
he immediately gave her his support when she

Meriem Khalfaour ' :ngldal 50 110

A dalall Ao dhlall d wonio ,odjo CLila
heli olg wvaafdl Laiaslg Lailile uhlg
Jdlaoll 1A ® na Jolb Ja i g-aoill go 134
Lyglladl diw sna d wlnll i c oo ¢ ahdil
ol dblall mas i oAl aipwl niiaig agjiil
Ul Jgaal g Ul Laldb g1y ing Lad)ld

callh ardgll io lewio oupo unad Al dwjall

sa Liugp Al ol oo ayd algiw P
A g0 1usaig Lais diolll dbLa
ulg Laililel nalb] dj) jgo jtagi «nllillg
snadiw daal Luad cidli Lenlgio Laly yla
dipoll .nibgll Alaidl 9ol dailill dbLAall diig
to ¢lgil dbls olaig wlgpLdlly druigill
crdlig .dblAall aliidi clg il Ja cuidilg wudadall
Giligag wladl pughi snd aljga cdall yu_di :n.a

A il JlocUlg ayliiall cladl :na

Gpic il 1ia dilai
La :nd ulao uilec oo
JLallahi d wjao g-o wpdll
udgl daling diw dip Giaag

il sna d lola dajlilo og Ul oo el
duioall dalai @il dialnidallg diclainll
2 1o d 1hoil 1slg il :snaay Jg alji :nd
Ja_dy .d il Lailil « iJlhig d togull wajlnall
U el Loaie LAl Lacly gls @il a3 Lasg)
1167 1.4l .dbuall :nd Lwgja ndli .na Laiid)

101



102

expressed her desire to take sewing lessons. A lot
has changed in the household and Khaled admits
that it is not always easy. But he gladly participates
in household chores now that his wife works outside
the home. Both have found a new balance between
their activities, their life as a couple, and the family.

On her initiative, Meriem continues to visit the
Kairouan center to improve her skills and share
her experience to help young women in training
develop their skills and acquire a broader vision of
their business: problems with machines, different
business techniques, the creation and management
of a business... But above all, she wants to testify
that it is possible to create your project from scratch.
Meriem learned everything in just one year and it is
thanks to her motivation and her close entourage
that she can now reconcile family and professional
life.
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Ali raising awareness of young middle-
school girls on the activities of the Youth
Center. Ali has joined many associations,
including the Friends of the Youth House
of Korba, which encourages young
people from the city to take part in the
center’s various cultural activities.
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Zina and the women of Takrouna
preparing a distillation of rosemary in the
premises of the agricultural development
group of Takrouna. Learning written
communication is associated with
learning a professional activity to enable
women to develop new businesses and
expand their sources of income.
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Zina and the group of learners
from Takrouna during an Arabic
writing session at the center of the
agricultural  development  group,
where they also received citizenship
training, especially on access to
women’s rights, human rights, health
and democratic life.

‘A big change has taken place!
Before we were completely ignorant,
we were even afraid to cross the

!
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road, we felt threatened by the
outside world. Today we know a lot
of things, we have more confidence
in ourselves and we feel that we
are able to work and move forward.
Having taken courses gave us the
ability to express ourselves, to talk
about ourselves without any stigma
or fear. It is hence easier for us to
claim our rights”.
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Aroussia meeting with her neighbors
in her district of Hay Jedid. These mo-
ments are an opportunity to have a
discussion and recognize the progress
that Aroussia has made to become in-
dependent in her life. Mejel Bel Abbes.
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Nabila and the learners from the
Chbedda agricultural center are being
trained in artisanal agricultural activities,
in parallel with literacy and citizenship
awareness courses. Each year, around
a hundred women benefit from training
courses set up by the National Union of
Tunisian Women. Governorate of Ben
Arous.

snolldll 550l (o ttolaiollg dlui wai o i)
anjlgifl d gl d pulall dh Gl gile da iy
A iblgall i le d 1eqillg d 1ol g ao ciligr @ o
(o dlipol dilo sllgy adi wi olc U5 :na
sibgll alaill Lachiy s ill d wyaill aligadl

uwgpe i d g diwigill dipoll




Nabila Nabu

At the Chbedda agricultural center, Nabila keeps an
eye on the red chilies drying in the sun. She shares
some tips with the other women participating in the
training. Created in the 80s by the National Union
of Tunisian Women (UNFT), the center of Chbedda
(Ben Arous) welcomes, each year, a hundred women
from the surrounding area to train them in different
professions related to regional agriculture. But it also
offers adult education and literacy classes. It was
within this structure that Nabila was able to train in
the craft of regional products and began to gain her
autonomy.

This year, several workshops
were created and made it
possible to provide courses on
citizenship, civic education,
womenms rights, the right to
work, and equality...

Nabila lives 3 km from the center. “When | was a child,
| never went to school. | got married at 17 and moved
to Naassen and had three daughters”. Her life was all
mapped out and led by her husband, an authoritarian
and domineering man. “When they reached a certain
age, their father took them out from school”. Nabila had
to do everything in secret and her daughters were
not allowed to go out, study or work. “For him, a
womanss place was only at home”.

The trigger came thanks to Zeineb, her youngest
daughter. While she was at the top of her class in
her baccalaureate year, her father decided that she
would will go no further and that she must stop
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there. This was too much for Nabila who stood up
and opposed this decision. She then filed for divorce
to protect her daughter.

“It is true that my situation is more difficult today. My
husband used to take care of everything. Today, | do not
have regular income and | have to learn how to manage
the day-to-day on my own” In addition, she must
confront her entourage who has a negative view of
the image of a divorced woman living alone with her
children. But Nabila assumed her life as she does
her day-to-day life. She had to work, started making
local food and selling it in her neighborhood with
the help of her daughters. “That is how | was able to
survive and especially help Zeineb continue her studies”.

But Nabilawanted to keep learning. She then decided
to enroll in adult education courses and training
at the Chbedda center to develop her activity. By
attending the citizenship workshops, she became
aware of her rights as a woman and as a citizen.
And even if her situation is still difficult today, the
development of her activity has allowed her to gain
independence. “Thanks to the training, | am no longer
afraid to face things. It encouraged me and helped me
to have confidence in myself and to rely on myself”. [...]
‘I donst regret my decision at all, | only regret not having
done it earlier, for my three daughters”.

In her neighborhood, Nabila often talks with her
neighbors who challenge her to understand why, at
her age, she is so relentless. And Nabila is persuasive.
She shows her work, shares her documents,
raises awareness. Her path shows that nothing is
impossible, and that experience can be an example.
Nabila was able to convince two of her neighbors to
come and learn at the center.

Today Nabilla knows that women have rights and
that there are laws to protect and help them. “When
my mother feels tired or sick because of the long
working hours, she remembers that she is independent
and free... Thatss what makes her happy and proud,”
says Zeineb.
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Citizenship training made her aware of
her rights as a woman to take a stand
with regard to her family situation, and
to improve her daily living conditions.
Today, she participates in the civic life of
her neighborhood by inviting women to
come and learn-at the center of Chbedda.
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